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THE EVER diligent right 
wing has concocted a new 
scheme for peddling prop- 
aganda among American f 
college youth under an in- 
direct subsidy from none 
other than the federal 
treasury. 

The federal subsidy stems 
from the fact that an ob- 
scure right wing organiza- 
tion in Inglewood, Calif., 
called the Americansim Edu- 
cational League enjoys a 
federal tax exemption as an 
‘educational” organization. 
Contributors to AEL can 
claim their contributions as 
a federal income tax de- 
duction. 

The league is now solicit- 
ing tax-deductible contribu- 
tions to finance the distribu- 
tion on college campuses of 
half a million copies of 
“None Dare Call It Treason” 
by John Storm er. An ex- 
tremist Birchite warning of 
an imminent Communist 
takeover in the U.S., this 
book was bought by the 
millions by right-wing back- 
ers of Barry Goldwater dur- 
ing the 1964 campaign. 

The campus distribution 
of this propaganda is no 
isolated endeavor of a few 
Californians: It exactly coin- 
cides with a major project 
of the John Birch Society 
itself in pushing “None Dare 
Call It Treason” among col- 
lege students. Thus, the fed- 
eral treasury is in the un- 
witting position of under- 
writing the far right’s top 
propaganda campaign' of 
this autumn. 

- UNTIL recently, the 
\ Americanism Educational 
League was one of the 
; oldest (founded in 1927) but 
j least effective of the pro- 
| liferating rightist groups. 

That was before millionaire 
Walter Knott, proprietor of 
Knott’s berry farm in 
Orange County, Calif., and 
generous benefactor of right 
wing causes, took a personal 
interest. Fueled by Knott’s 
ample funds, the league 
surged forward. 

Last week it displayed its 
new zeal by mailing out a 
fund appeal for the Stormer 
book project in a letter sign- 


liberty and freedom,” seems 
innocuous enough to the 
uninitiated. What they 
wouldn’t know about is the 
John Birch Society linlr 
For instance, it is not 
coincidental that the Sep- 
tember national bulletin of 
the Birch Society reveals 
that each Birch chapter is 
being issued 25 copies of 
“None Dare Call It Treason” 
for distribution on U.S. cam- 
puses. Birch members are 
urged to give copies of the 
Stormer book to college stu- 
dents and describe it as dif- 
ferent than the “optimistic 
and deceptive trivia he is so 
likely to find in most of the 
academic halls today.” 

THE JOHN Birch Society 
has reason to love “None 
Dare Call It Treason.” In a 
concluding chapter titled 
‘What Can You Do?”, Stor- 
mer cautions the readers not 
to form their own organiza- 
tions but instead to join 
“well established national 
organizations”— sueh as the 

John Birch Society. He even 
lists the society’s mailing 
address. In fact, Stormer oc- 
casionally lectures for the 
Birch-sponsored American 
Opinion Speakers Bureau 
The irony for U.S. tax- 
payers is that the tax-ex- 
empt status of the Ameri- 
canism Educational League 
is being used to reinforce 
the society’s campaign to 
put “None Dare Call It 
Treason” into the hands of 
college students. 

Philbrick’s letter empha- 
sizes the tax-deductible fea- 
ture. He urges: “Please use 
the enclosed postage, paid 
return envelope today to 
speed your maximum tax 
deductible contribution to- 
ward this worthy project.” 

The enclosed envelope 
stresses: “All contributions 
are tax deductible.” 

Other rightist “education- 
al organizations have lost 
their tax-exempt status on 
the solid grounds that a sub- 


ed by former FBI counter- 
spy Herbert A. Philbrick, 
who now makes Ms living 
as a right wing lecturer. 

Philbrick’s letter, express- 
ing a desire “to stimulate 
millions of students into 
reading and discussing im- 
portant books on individual 



stantial portion of their ac- 
tiyjjjesis political. .Qof~efTn- 
eational. A&orcGngly "the 
Americanism Educational 
League may be endangering 
its own tax exemption by 
peddling a product so bla- 
tantly non-educational as 
Stormer’s book. 

But even if the govern- 
ment this very day brings 
proceedings against the 
league aimed at stripping 
away its tax exemption the 
entire process would con- 
sume six months to two 
years (exclusive of court ap- 
peals). 

Moreover, this could have 
no effect whatever on de- 
auctions claimed by individ- 
ual taxpayers on contribu- 
tions made now in behalf of 
the Stormer book project. 
There is just u 0 reme dy. 
Uncle Sam is stuck with 
pm of the tab for dispens 
n §frtist propaganda 
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